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Energy Unlocked: Smart energy systems key to delivering UN climate goals  
Innovative EPIC winners announced in global energy productivity challenge 

STRICT EMBARGO UNTIL: 00.01hrs GMT, 01.01hrs CET, 15 November 2016 [#EPIC16, #COP22, Marrakech]:  

Energy Unlocked – a hub for innovation in global energy systems – today announced the five international 

winners of its Energy Productivity Innovation Challenge (EPIC) at a World Business Council for Sustainable 

Development (WBCSD) side event at the UN climate summit in Morocco.  

The EPIC 2016 winners announced at COP22 are: ElectraSeed (homes category); Ecolibrium (buildings); 

eMotorWerks (mobility); AutoGrid (systems); LO3 Energy (energy finance). 

Over 80 companies entered the 2016 competition from Europe, Africa, South America, North America, Asia 

and Australia. Finalists for the five EPIC categories – homes, buildings, mobility, systems and finance - were 

selected by an international jury assessing their impact on productivity, global transferability and innovation.   

Energy Unlocked and ClimateWorks launched the EPIC competition earlier this year to champion innovation 

key to doubling energy productivity by 2030.  Advances in the internet of things (IoT), predictive analytics, 

real-time data optimization, edge computing, fintech, blockchain and battery storage are creating new 

demand-side flexibility (DSR) and valuable opportunities to modernize electricity grid systems and help homes, 

industry and big business use less energy, at lower cost and with a lower carbon footprint. 

Peter Bakker, President and CEO of the World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD)  said: 

“A smart energy transition is changing the way the world produces, buys and consumes electricity. These five 

exciting new market entrants represent the kind of innovation that will help drive sustainable energy forward, 

achieve climate goals and unlock the profitable low carbon economy.” 

Molly Webb, Energy Unlocked CEO and founder said: “Smarter global energy systems are central to achieving 

the UN’s climate ambition to limit global warming to ‘well below 2 degrees’.  EPIC innovators are turning 

climate goals into opportunities for businesses and citizens to profit from energy transition. With almost 100 

entrants, we are learning where in the world energy innovation can thrive and how quickly players can drive a 

new energy economy and find deployment partners in new markets. These companies are not isolated 

pioneers, but an international alliance urging global leaders to unlock policy change for planet and profit.” 

Dan Hamza-Goodacre, Director of Energy Efficiency for ClimateWorks Foundation, said: “Our EPIC winners 

demonstrate ‘win-win’ industrial innovation that can improve grid resilience, empower consumers and boost 
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business profitability at the same time as challenging incumbents by taking the $2.8tn cost reduction pathway 

to cutting carbon pollution. The Uber of energy is just around the corner." 

All entries will inform a policy report into energy productivity to be published by Energy Unlocked in 2017.    

 

 

Please see attached sheet for more information and quotes from EPIC 2016 winners.  A full list detailing the 80 
international entries and finalists is available at epic.energyunlocked.org/explore/companies.    ENDS 

Notes to Editors: 

For information and interviews contact:  
Tom Howard-Vyse (EPIC) on +44 (0)7920 269 477 / media@energyunlocked.org / @TomHV 
Felicity Glennie-Holmes (WBCSD) Director, Communication glennie-holmes@wbcsd.org   
 
For more information and full list of EPIC 2016 Winners please visit: epic.energyunlocked.org 
 
About EPIC [Twitter: #EPIC2016winners / EPIC16] 
EPIC – the Energy Productivity Innovation Challenge – is a global initiative devised and delivered by Energy Unlocked with funding from ClimateWorks. 
Entries were invited from global technology companies and innovators between June and September 2016.  A jury of clean energy pioneers and experts 
including – ClimateWorks Foundation, Rocky Mountain Institute, International Energy Agency, World Green Buildings Council, Bloomberg New Energy 
Finance and the B Team – announced 21 regional finalists on 14 October at the IEA’s Innovation in Energy Efficiency event. All 80 entries will inform 
major report by Energy Unlocked into global energy productivity. Partners of the EPIC initiative include the Climate Group’s EP100 initiative, the Global 
Alliance for Energy Productivity, and the Alliance to Save Energy.  Global media partners include: GreenBusiness Media and Bloomberg New Energy 
Finance. Please visit EPIC.energyunlocked.org for more information. 
 
About Energy Unlocked (energyunlocked.org | @energyunlocked) 
Energy Unlocked is a not-for-profit organisation working internationally to accelerate energy market transformation to meet global climate targets.  By 
driving global innovation in smart energy and opening up markets to new entrants, Energy Unlocked aims to unlock latent value in today’s energy 
system to cut bills for customers and unleash a global wave of energy productivity.   
 

http://epic.energyunlocked.org/explore/companies
mailto:media@energyunlocked.org
mailto:glennie-holmes@wbcsd.org
http://epic.energyunlocked.org/
http://epic.energyunlocked.org/
http://www.epic.energyunlocked.org/
http://www.energyunlocked.org/
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About ClimateWorks Foundation (climateworks.org |@climateworks) 
A non-governmental organization that works globally, ClimateWorks collaborates with funders, regional and research partners, and other 
climate leaders to strengthen philanthropy’s response to climate change. Climate change threatens ecosystems, societies, and economies. These 
challenges require innovative responses and insights. Using the power of collaboration, ClimateWorks mobilises philanthropy to solve the climate crisis 
and ensure a prosperous future. 
 
About WBCSD (www.wbcsd.org | Twitter and LinkedIn) 

WBCSD is a global, CEO-led organization of over 200 leading businesses and partners working together to accelerate the transition to a sustainable 
world. We help make our member companies more successful and sustainable by focusing on the maximum positive impact for shareholders, the 
environment and societies. 

Our member companies come from all business sectors and all major economies, representing a combined revenue of more than $8.5 trillion and 19 
million employees. Our global network of almost 70 national business councils gives our members unparalleled reach across the globe. WBCSD is 
uniquely positioned to work with member companies along and across value chains to deliver impactful business solutions to the most challenging 
sustainability issues. 

Together, we are the leading voice of business for sustainability: united by our vision of a world where more than 9 billion people are all living well and 
within the boundaries of our planet, by 2050.   

EPIC 2016 Judging Panel: 

1. Iain Campbell – Managing Director, Rocky Mountain Institute’s Building Programme |@RockyMtnInst 
2. Juan Carlos Rubio Castilla – CEO, Space Time Venture, Planetary Skin Institute | @juanccas 
3. Nicholas Eisenberger – Managing Partner, SuperCollider  
4. Anirban Ghosh – VP Group Sustainability, Mahindra | @Anirban007 
5. Matt Golden – CEO, Open Energy Efficiency; Senior Energy Finance Consultant, EDF 
6. James Graham – Global Entrepreneur Programme, UK Trade & Investment 
7. Dan Hamza Goodacre – Programme Director, Energy Efficiency, ClimateWorks Foundation | @mrdanhg 
8. Min Hu – Programme Director of Low Carbon Economic growth, Energy Foundation China 
9. Brian Motherway – Head of Energy Efficiency, International Energy Agency | @BrianRMotherway 
10. Meryam Omi – Head of Sustainability, Legal & General Investment Management 
11. Joel Makower – Chairman and Executive Editor, Greenbiz Group Inc | @makower 
12. Leah Seligmann – Director of net-Zero, The B-Team | @LeahSeligmann 
13. Jim Walker – Executive Director, Climate Mobilization Fund | @JimWalker99 
14. Molly Webb -  Founder and CEO, Energy Unlocked | @mollywebb 
15. Terri Wills – CEO, World Green Buildings Council | @terriwills1010 
16. Michael Wilshire, Head of Analysis and Transformation, Bloomberg New Energy Finance 

 

  

http://www.climateworks.org/
http://www.wbcsd.org/
https://twitter.com/wbcsd?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wbcsd
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2016 EPIC WINNERS 
 
 

EPIC 2016 CATEGORY WINNER: HOMES  
ElectraSeed (www.electraseed.com) / Europe  
ElectraSeed is an open full stack scalable micro-grid Solar Energy kit with Storage and smart plugs. The ElectraSeed 
nanogrid nodes have the capability to be connected to the next node in the next home, allowing a micro-grid to form. 
ElectraSeed works in partnership and under the umbrella of the SolarCoin Foundation. ElectriCChain, Freeelio, Smappee 
and Solcrypto are all companies closely involved in the SolarCoin project. SolarCoin is a new Digital Asset aimed at 
rewarding solar energy owners at the rate of 1SLR/MWh.  ElectraSeed is integrating Blockchain technology from the 
SolarCoin Foundation. 
 
The ElectraSeed consortium said: "With emerging innovation in machine learning and blockchain technology combined 
with existing home hardware and telecommunications systems, ElectraSeed brings a mature solution for smart 
applications for both rural and urban housings in developing nations. We believe that through the ElectraSeed Consortium 
we have the right partners and components to dramatically increase on productivity in order to reach billions of people in 
these developing nations and give them access to energy." 
 
EPIC 2016 CATEGORY WINNER: BUILDINGS  
Ecolibrium (www.ecolibriumenergy.com) / India 
Ecolibrium is an Energy Analytics solutions provider for Commercial & Industrial (C&I) consumers, and Utilities. Based out 
of India, Ecolibrium is funded by IFC, and other leading VC's and has won several awards, including the prestigious 
UNFCCC 'momentum for change' ICT solutions award. Ecolibrium provides a wireless and cloud hosted industrial IOT 
platform with sector specific analytics helping its users to optimize energy costs, and perform predictive maintenance for 
higher efficiency. It is a leading player in Energy analytics with more than 500+ large consumers in India, Middle East Asia 
and South East Asia. 
 
Harit Soni, Director and Founder of Ecolibrium said: "We are extremely excited to be recognized as one of the winners of 
EPIC this year. Our energy management solution - Smartsense - combines the power of industrial IOT, deep domain 
expertise, and big data analytics solution as a service to empower businesses with the required energy intelligence for 
their journey towards efficiency. We strongly believe that energy analytics will play a key role in the global fight against 
energy wastage, and we aim to be a part of this revolution. Smartsense's servers capture more than 100 million data 
points from more than 500 industries, buildings and utilities in South Asia, and has helped save 5-15% on their energy 
costs. This recognition is validation of our efforts and we believe EPIC is a great platform for our objective to replicate 
Smartsense globally towards our vision of creating a world where every watt counts!" 
 
EPIC 2016 CATEGORY WINNER: MOBILITY  
eMotorWorks (www.emotorwerks.com) / California, U.S.A. 
The eMotorWerks Energy Services Platform intend to control >2 GW of Virtual Power Plant capacity in 2020 built from 
aggregated charging load of 250,000+ Electric Vehicles. eMotorWerks has developed a novel approach to the costly 
storage challenge by using a new and rapidly growing grid storage type: Electric Vehicles. By matching the time and rate 
of EV charging to the grid's conditions, their cloud-based JuiceNet platform generates recurring revenues from an array of 
energy services that balance grid supply/demand, reduce energy costs, and defer costly upgrades.It dynamically matches 
users’ historical charging patterns, realtime input, and grid signals to generate nearly $500 per year for every managed 
EV from energy markets, utilities, and end customers. Even in today’s early market, EVs are already the largest type of 
grid connected battery storage, with total capacity of over 10 GWH in the US. As EV markets grow 510x in the next 5 
years, JuiceNet will become a dominant smart charging provider to the EV industry, and the dominant grid balancing 
agent to the energy industry. 
 
Valery Miftakhov Founder and CEO of eMotorWerks said: “We are honored to be selected as a winner in the Mobility 
category. The award confirms our project achievements in electric vehicle transportation and infrastructure and highlights 
our expertise in mobile energy storage with broad-scale global deployment.”  

http://www.electraseed.com)/
http://www.ecolibriumenergy.com)/
http://www.emotorwerks.com)/
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EPIC 2016 CATEGORY WINNER: SYSTEMS  
AutoGrid (www.auto-grid.com) / California, U.S.A. 
AutoGrid builds software applications that enable a smarter Energy Internet. The company’s AutoGrid Flex suite of Energy 
Internet applications empower utilities and energy service providers to deliver cheap, clean and reliable energy by 
managing a network of distributed energy resources (DERs) in real time and at scale. AutoGrid applications are all built on 
the AutoGrid Energy Internet Platform (EIP), with patented Predictive Controls™ technology that leverages petabytes of 
smart meter, sensor and third-party data, along with powerful data science and high-performance computing algorithms, 
to predict, optimize and control the operations of tens of thousands of DERs in real-time. The world’s leading energy 
companies, including E.ON, Bonneville Power Administration, Florida Power & Light, Southern California Edison, Eneco, 
Portland General Electric, CPS Energy, New Hampshire Electric Cooperative, NextEra Energy and CLEAResult, are using 
AutoGrid’s flexibility management solutions to balance energy supply and demand, increase customer engagement and 
deliver value-added services. AutoGrid has been recognized with several prestigious industry awards including the 
Greentech Media Grid-Edge Award 2016, Bloomberg New Energy Pioneer 2016, World Economic Forum Technology 
Pioneer 2015, Red Herring Top 100 North America 2015, Industrial Innovation Company of the Year by the Cleantech 
Group and Green Product of the Year by the BIG Awards for Business Programs. 
 
Dr Amit Narayan, CEO of AutoGrid said: “AutoGrid is honored to be named the Systems category winner of the first 
Energy Productivity Innovation Challenge (EPIC).” said Dr. Amit Narayan, CEO of AutoGrid. “The great challenge of our 
time is to create a world where energy is clean, reliable and available to all, and this recognition validates the fact that 
AutoGrid’s technology will play an important in building the renewable-friendly, flexible energy networks needed to drive 
the transition to a sustainable, low-carbon economy.” 
 
EPIC 2016 CATEGORY WINNER: FINANCE  
LO3 Energy (www.lo3energy.com) / NYC, U.S.A 
 
Headquartered in Brooklyn, New York, LO3 Energy is  an energy and technology company that build tools and develops 
projects to accelerate the proliferation of the emerging distributed energy economy. Its innovative development of 
TransActive Grid (TAG), the first blockchain solution for energy, enables the formation of community microgrids. LO3 
Energy has focused on developing a user-friendly transactional interface, combining complex back-end software with 
familiar front-end systems to make it easier for people to rapidly adopt the new technology. LO3 Energy is currently 
working with a number of major energy firms to develop and prove the technologies and then integrate the peer-to-peer 
trading network naturally into the market. 
 
Lawrence Orisini, Founder and Director of LO3 Energy said: "This is an exciting time in energy, as utilities face changing 
market dynamics and consumers seek more choices in their consumption, leading to the development of peer-to-peer 
market innovations, such as LO3 Energy's Brooklyn Microgrid, powered by its Transactive Grid technology, which enables 
local producers to sell excess electricity to their neighbors at an attractive rate for both sides – a real win-win. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.auto-grid.com)/
http://www.lo3energy.com)/

